I nvestment in agricultural research has consistently delivered high rates of return in terms of increasing productivity, improving nutrition, and reducing poverty. 1 This is the mandated aim of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). A route therefore exists through agricultural research to boost food resources, improve livelihoods, enhance quality of life, and underpin the stability of societies in the developing world. Supporting quality and relevant agricultural research must be a priority for all development cooperation as well as stability and security agendas.
The challenges to food security in developing countries are great, but so are the opportunities for developing solutions. The number and scope of possible avenues for research are extensive. They range from scientii c problems, where the focus is on bio-molecular and biophysical research, to regional-and global-level challenges, where meshing technological innovations with social, institutional, and economic research dominates. Demands exceed the funds available. The importance of selecting strategic research directions that will have the greatest impact is clear. The CGIAR invests in research that increases the productivity of agricultural and natural resource systems Published in Crop Sci. 50:v-viii (2010) . doi: 10.2135/cropsci2010.12.0001symp © Crop Science Society of America 677 S. Segoe Rd., Madison, WI 53711 USA All rights reserved. No part of this periodical may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. Permission for printing and for reprinting the material contained herein has been obtained by the publisher. 
